Study of pterygospinosus muscle in human fetuses.
The arrangement of the pterygospinosus muscle was analyzed in 5 human fetuses. The pterygospinosus muscle extends from the posterior border of the lateral lamina of the pterygoid process to Meckel's cartilage. Such an arrangement would permit its action on the joint formed by Meckel's cartilage and the incus of the middle ear. The pterygospinosus muscle is a remnant of the masticatory muscle group. The relationships of the pterygospinosus muscle with the mandibular nerve and its branches and the maxillary artery and its branches were analyzed.